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HARE AND HOUNDS 
By H. M. Walcott 

THE FINE ARTS AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 

Negotiations which have been pending for three years for the estabhsh- 
ment of a department of Fine Arts in Columbia University in connection 
with the National Academy of Design have been concluded. It was an- 
nounced at the meeting of the college trustees that the university and the 
academy have come to an agreement to co-operate in the estabHshment 
and maintenance of this school. At the outset, the faculty of Fine Arts 
will have control of three departments — a school of architecture, a 
school of music, and a school of design. The schools of architecture and 
music will be maintained, as at present, by Columbia, while the school 
of design, including departments of painting, sculpture and decorative 
art, will he under the direction of the National Academy. The agree- 
ment is not dependent upon the erection of any building or upon the rais- 
ing of a sum to defray the cost of such building. It is hoped, however, 
that funds for a building may be contributed, but until such time the 
academy will remain in its present school of design in the temporary 
buildings on Cathedral Heights. 

The faculty of Fine Arts will consist of the president of the university, the 
president of the academy, and the dean of the faculty of Fine Arts, when 
appointed; of the director of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and of the 



THE FINE ARTS AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 1 25. 

professors and adjunct professors in the schools of architecture, music, 
and design, together with professors in such other subjects as may be 
assigned to the faculty. The faculty of Fine Arts will be promptly organ- 
ized, and its public announcement may be expected in the month of April 
or May. 

** It should be borne in mind," said Dr. Butler, president of Columbia, 
in discussing the matter, "that the agreement is for a genuine co-operation 
between the university and the academy such as has been in mind from 
the first, and is not in any sense a merger of the academy with the 
university, as some persons have understood. It is our hope that in time 
all the interests and institutions in the city that are seriously concerned 
with the study of art and with the training of artists will be brought into- 
co-operation, in order that their several efforts may be united for the 
accomphshment of their common purpose. 

" The Academy of Design will continue to exercise complete control 
over its schools. Such courses of instruction, whether theoretical, as are 
offered in those schools and accepted by the faculty of Fine Arts as ap- 
propriate courses in preparation for a university degree or other credential, 
will thereupon be described as university courses, and so announced in 
the university publications. The School of Design maintained and con- 
trolled by the academy will be on a par with the Schools of Architecture 
and Music that will be maintained and controlled by the university. 
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'' Professors in each of the three schools who give courses recognized 
as university courses will sit together in a common faculty and will be 
officers of university rank. The university will be able to contribute a 
large number of courses in archaeology and the history and criticism of art, 
which are now lacking so far as students of design are concerned. On 




THE SISTERS 

By WilUam M Chase 

the Other hand, the School of Design maintained by the academy will con- 
tribute a constantly increasing number of courses in painting, sculpture, 
and decoration. 

" The director of the Metropolitan Museum of Art will be invited to 
take a seat in the faculty of Fine Arts, just as the director of the American 
Museum of Natural History has a seat in the faculty of pure science. In 
this way the authorities of the Metropolitan Museum of Art will be kept 
informed as to the progress of the movement carried on through the co- 
operation of the university and the academy, and will, it is hoped, be able 
to contribute to its progress by the active co-operation of the Museum in 
such ways as from time to time seem possible. 
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''As perfected, the agreement between the university and the academy 
seems to dispose effectually of all objections and criticisms that were lev- 
eled against it. Most of these objections and criticisms were based upon 
a misunderstanding of what was proposed, and of the ways and means to 
be adopted to carry out the proposal. So far as these objections and criti- 
cisms had weight, however, it is hoped that they have now been finally -and 
satisfactorily met." 

x\propos of this arrangement, another important step relative to the 
Academy should be chronicled. When at the meeting of the Society of 
American Artists in New York, the president, John Le Farge, put to 
vote a resolution offered by William A. Coffin and seconed by F. D. 
Millet that the society accept the proposition to merge with the National 
Academy of Design, it was carried unanimously. Thu*» the meeting, 
which was held at the American Fine Arts Galleries in West Fifty-seventh 
Street, was the last meeting of the society after an honorable existence of 
nearly thirty years. 

Organized as a protest against the then ultra-conservative tendencies 
of the National Academy of Design, it now merges itself in the very body 
which it was formed to antagonize. Its current exhibition will be the last 
exhibition of the Society of American Artists, which held its first show 
in 1878. Under the merger agreement, its members who do not already 
belong to the Academy become associates of that body, and some of them 
doubtless will be among the thirty new academicians which are to be created 
under the agreement. 

Step by step the various moves which culminated in the action of the 
society have been reported in the newspapers, and have been followed 
with profound interest by the art world and the art-loving public. To 
the art world it means one greatly strengthened art society, instead of two 
societies with divided interests. To the pubHc the benefit will be far- 
reaching, because the academy, with its accessions from the society, will 
immediately enlarge the scope of its exhibitions. 

It proposes to include among its new academicians and associates 
twenty-five sculptors, twenty-five architects, and some engravers, and give 
exhibitions of the aUied artsof painting, sculpture, architecture, and en- 
graving. Thus its shows will partake of the character of salons. More- 
over, with the property and funds of the academy and tha funds of the 
society the academy will have something like $500,000 in real estate and 
money. It proposes to increase this fund with the view of erecting exhibi- 
tion, galleries worthy of New York, which is the art center of the 
country. R- C. 




